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About the University:

Alagappa University traces its origins to the visionary Padma Bhushan Dr. R.M.Alagappa Chettiar, whose pioneering edu-
cational initiatives in the 1950s laid its foundation. It was brought into existence by a Special Act of the Government of
Tamil Nadu in May 1985. The University has been awarded an A++ Grade by NAAC (CGPA: 3.59) under Dual Mode in the
Fourth Cycle of assessment The University offers comprehensive undergraduate and post-graduate programmes in Arts,
Sciences, Education, and Management through regular, distance, online, and collaborative modes, serving over 1.12 lakh
students. As a member of the Association of Indian Universities {AlU) and Association of Commonwealth Universities
(ACU), Alagappa University maintains active collaborations with institutions across the USA, UK, Australia, Singapore,
China, Malaysia, and South Korea. The University's motto is "Excellence in Action” and the University keeps before it the
vision of excellence in all spheres of its action.

About the Department of Tourism and Hotel Management:

The Department of Tourism and Hotel Management is committed to nurturing skilled professionals for the dynamic and
fast-growing global tourism and hospitality industry, The Department offers a strong academic foundation blended with
interdisciplinary practical training, enabling students to meet international industry standards and emerging challenges in
tourism, hospitality, and service management.

Originally established in 2016 as the Institute of Catering Science and Hotel Management, the Department is uniguely
located in the culturally rich Chettinad region, renowned for its heritage, traditional hospitality, and world-famous cuisine.
This strategic location provides an ideal learning ecosystem, particularly for empowering rural youth and transforming
them into competent hospitality professionals. The Institute initially introduced the B.Sc. (Catering Science and Hotel
Management) programme to enhance employability among students.

In 2019, the Institute was upgraded and rechristened as the Department of Tourism and Hotel Management, with the
launch of the MBA (Tourism Management) programme to meet the growing demand for managerial and leadership roles
in tourism. At present, the Department offers B.Sc. (Catering Science and Hotel Management) and MBA (Tourism
Management) programmes.

In recognition of its academic excellence and contribution to tourism education, the Department has been awarded the
Silver Category -Best Institution in Tamil Nadu by the Tamil Nadu Government, Department of Tourism, reaffirming its
commitment to guality education, industry relevance, and sustainable tourism development.

About the Conference

The National Conference on Tax to Tourism: G5T Reforms as Catalysts for Rural Socio-Economic Empowerment aims to
bring together researchers, academicians, policymakers, industry experts, and rural stakeholders to discuss the evolving
role of technology and sustainability in rural tourism development. With India’s rural destinations gaining prominence for
their cultural richness, natural beauty, and community-driven experiences, there is a growing need to integrate smart
technologies that enhance visitor experience while supporting long-term environmental and socio-economic
sustainability.

The conference focuses on how digital tools—such as Al, VR/AR, GIS, loT, and smart mobility—can strengthen destinati-
on management, improve accessibility, empower local entrepreneurs, and create new opportunities for rural communi-
ties. At the same time, it addresses challenges relating to climate change, resource management, and sustainable
practices that are essential for preserving rural landscapes.

Through keynote lectures, thematic sessions, paper presentations, and case study discussions, the conference provides a
platform for sharing insights, innovations, and best practices. It aims to generate actionable recommendations, promote
collaborative research, and support the development of green, resilient, and community-centered rural tourism systems
aligned with national and global sustainability goals.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Conference Theme:

GST Implementation and Its Implications for Rural Tourism Development:

Challenges, Opportunities, and Sustainable Pathways

The implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in India marked a transformative shift in the country's taxation
framework, with far-reaching implications across all economic sectors. Rural tourism, an emerging sector with significant
potential for inclusive development and community empowerment, faces unigue challenges and opportunities under this
reformed tax regime. This conference aims to critically examine the multifaceted relationship between GST policy and
rural tourism development, exploring both the structural impacts on business operations and the broader socio-economic
consequences for rural communities.

We invite original research papers, case studies, and conceptual frameworks that address the intersection of GST imple-
mentation and rural tourism from diverse disciplinary perspectives including economics, public policy, tourism
management, rural development, digital povernance, and social entrepreneurship.

Conference Sub-Themes:

Sub-Theme 1: GST Policy Framework and Rural Tourism Compliance Landscape

This sub-theme focuses on the structural aspects of G5T as applicable to rural tourism enterprises. Topics include:
* Composition scheme suitability for small rural tourism operators

* Threshold limits and exemption provisions

» Classification challenges for diverse rural tourism products

+ Reverse charge mechanism implications

* Compliance burden analysis for rural entrepreneurs with limited accounting infrastructure

* Comparative GST regimes across states, particularly those with significant rural tourism potential

Sub-Theme 2: Economic Viability and Pricing Dynamics in Rural Tourism Post-GST
This stream examines the financial implications of GST on rural tourism business models. Key areas incude:

+ Input tax credit utilization patterns and challenges

* Pricing strategies and competitive positioning of rural tourism products

» Profitability analysis of homestays, farm stays, and community-based tourism ventures

= Working capital implications

* Impact on tourist demand elasticity

= Empirical studies analyzing pre- and post-G5T financial performance of rural tourism enterprises

Sub-Theme 3: Socio-Economic Impact on Rural Communities and Stakeholders

This sub-theme explores the broader developmental implications of GST reforms on rural tourism-dependent
communities. Topics encompass:

» Employment generation and income distribution effects

* Women's participation and empowerment in formalized rural tourism

» Skill development needs in GST-compliant tourism operations

= Impact on traditional artisans and local service providers

« Community-based tourism governance under GST

» Research highlighting differential impacts across social groups, geographic regions, and tourism typologies

Sub-Theme 4: Digital Infrastructure, Financial Inclusion, and GST Compliance
Examining the technological and financial ecosystem requirements for effective GST implementation in rural
contexts. Areas of focus include:

+ Digital literacy and e-filing capabilitias among rural tourism entrepreneurs

= Banking infrastructure and digital payment systems

* GST software adoption and usability challenges

* Financial inclusion initiatives supporting tax compliance

* Role of tourism intermediaries and aggregator platforms in facilitating GST compliance for rural operators

Sub-Theme 5: Innovation, Best Practices, and Policy Recommendations
This forward-looking sub-theme seeks solutions and innovations. Topics include:

» Successful case studies of GST adaptation by rural tourism enterprises

* Public-private partnership models for capacity building

* State-level policy innovations supporting rural tourism under GST

+ Technology-enabled solutions for simplified compliance

» Evidence-based recommendations for GST rationalization in rural tourism

= Comparative studies from international contexts where tax reforms have impacted rural tourism development

Paper Submission Guidelines

The participants are requested to submit their abstracts and full paper on the thrust areas of (GST-RCRSEE2026)
through email to dthmauconference@gmail.com

Abstract and Full Paper should conform to the following format.

Title of the paper (Times New Roman, 14 pt, bold, Centre aligned, Single line spacing)

Author details: Name, Position, Affiliation, Contact No. and Email id (Times New Roman, 12 pt, bold, Centre aligned, Single line
spacing) Presenting author name should be underlined

Abstract: 250 words (Times New Roman, 12 pt, Justify aligned, 1.5-line spacing)

Keywords: 4-5 Keywords (Times New Roman, 12 pt, bold italic, Left aligned, Single line spacing)

Full paper: within 12 pages, including references, tables/ charts and keywords

Acknowledgement (if any): (Format as Abstract)



